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a fictionalised account of the legends around the Buddhist
monk Xuanzang's pilgrimage to India during the Tang dynasty
in order to obtain Buddhist religious texts called sutras. The
Bodhisattva Guanyin, on instruction from the Buddha, gives
this task to the monk and his three protectors in the form of
disciples — namely San Wukong, Zha Bajieé and Sha Wujing —
together with a dragon prince who acts as Xuanzang's horse
mount. These four characters have agreed to help Xuanzang
as an atonement for past sins.
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